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Bee Improvement and Bee Breeders Association

Registered Charity No: 273827

Minutes of the 52nd Annual General Meeting held on Sunday 10th April 2016 in the Temperton Room, Harper Adams University, Newport, Shropshire, TF10 8NB.
1. Members Present: Kate Atchley, Nick Bentham-Green, Alan Brown, Rebecca Champion, Brian P. Dennis,   Iain Harley, Terry Hitchman, Ruth and Ian Homer, Philip Khorassandjian, Trisha Marlow, Nick Mawby, Roy Parker, Bill Paterson, Roger Patterson, Marshall Pugh, Steve Rose, Chris Slade, John Sweet, John Taylor, Ann Waldock, Jo Widdicombe, David Wright. 
      Guests present: Cath Brown, Bron Wright.
After a talk by Sue Loughran (Bangor University) on ‘A tempero-spatial analysis of bee races in North Wales’, the President, Brian P. Dennis, welcomed the 23 Members present and gave some opening remarks.   He said that when he joined the committee in 1987 he asked what members got for their money.   Since then he has served on the BIBBA committees for 30+ years and seen many committee members of all abilities come and go.   He is now able to answer the question of what members get:  Bee Improvement for All days, Conventions, Queen rearing days, Bee Improvement magazine, BIBBA-Buzz, BIBBA-Humm, etc. 
The committee works hard for BIBBA and he suggested members should consider putting their names forward to help (currently a secretary is needed).   Brian thanked the committee members past and present for giving him the experience, and for all their time and efforts to ensure that BIBBA continues to be a voice to be heard.
2. Apologies for Absence.   Andrew Brown, Roger Cullum-Kenyon, Carol Demmer, Frank Hilton, Pam Hunter, Kevin Lincoln, Chris Rose, Adrian and Clair Waring, Eifion Williams.
3. Minutes of the last AGM.   The minutes of the 2015 AGM having been previously circulated were adopted as a true record.   Proposed by Nick Bentham-Green, seconded by Terry Hitchman, passed nem con.
4. Matters Arising.   There were no matters arising from the minutes.

5. Adoption of the Trustees’ Annual Report.   On a proposal by Roy Parker, seconded by Bill Paterson, the report was accepted, nem con.

6. Adoption of the Financial Statement and Accounts.   The treasurer, Iain Harley, gave a full explanation of the year’s accounts.   The money given to Project Discovery by the Co-op is being used for group funding (Queen Rearing Equipment Scheme) and there is still about £1,000 remaining.   BIBBA is still running four accounts, for historical reasons, but it is hoped to reduce to two in the near future (CAF Bank and PayPal).   The GoCardless payment system is to be developed.

 There was a surplus of about £8,000 for the year leaving a balance of £49,000.   There is      an outstanding liability of £1,400 for BIM.

Trish Marlow proposed to accept the accounts, seconded by Roger Patterson.   Passed     nem. con.

7. Adoption of 2016 Budget.   Iain Harley gave a full explanation of the budget projection for 2016.   Phil Khorassandjian questioned the predicted surplus of £4,000 for the conference.   The last conference had grants of £8,000, but this time there are grants of £2000.   If this projected surplus was not realized the expected overall surplus would not be realized.   Iain explained that the current reserves were sufficient if this happened.

It was proposed to accept the budget by Nick Bentham-Green and seconded by Steve Rose.   Passed nem. con.
8. Appointment of an Independent Examiner for the accounts.   Iain proposed that we continue to use Rawlinsons Chartered Accountants, Ruthlyn House, 90 Lincoln Road, Peterborough, Cambs., PE1 2SP as Independent Examiner for the accounts.   This was seconded by Terry Hitchman and passed nem con.

9. Election of BIBBA Officers:

a) President – Jo Widdicombe was appointed nem con.

b) Secretary – There were no nominations for secretary.

c) Treasurer – Iain Harley was reappointed nem con.
Jo Widdicombe thanked Brian P. Dennis for his 30+ years’ service to BIBBA in which he had filled a variety of roles, including coming out of retirement to become President, and made a presentation.
10. Election of Trustees.   Terry Hitchman, Phil Khorassandjian, Trish Marlow, Nick Mawby, Roger Patterson and Steve Rose were re-elected.   David Evans and Nick Bentham-Green were elected as new trustees making a total of eight.  

11. Propositions:
At the 2015 AGM the committee was instructed to produce relevant amendments to the constitution in line with the agreed new classes of membership viz. Family and Junior Memberships
1. That the following changes to the constitution (Clause 9 Classes of members) be adopted:

(i) Add:  Family Member shall be each person over 18 years of age and living at the same address as the Ordinary Member.

(ii) Add:  Junior Member shall be any person under 18 years of age.   Junior membership shall cease when the junior attains the age of 18 and shall be automatically and immediately amended to Ordinary membership with no further payment for the remainder of that year.
2. That the revised Standing Orders Governing the Annual General Meeting be adopted.

3. That the following subscription rates for 2017 be set:

Ordinary member

£20

Family member

£10

Junior member

£10

Overseas member

£25 
The three propositions were passed nem con.

12. Date and venue of next AGM:  Sunday of the 2017 BBKA Spring Convention
